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(0 O This is what happened.[] [ Before my life started properly, | was doing the usual mewling andsucking, which
in my case occurred on a pair of huge, soft black breasts. Inthe African tradition I continued to suckle for my first
two and a half yearsafter which my Zulu wet nurse became my nanny. She was a person madefor laughter, warmth
and softness and she would clasp me to her breasts andstroke my golden curls with a hand so large it seemed to
contain my wholehead. My hurts were soothed3 with a song about a brave young warriorhunting a lion and a
womens song about doing the washingdown on the big rock beside theriver] where,[] at(] sunset,[] thebaboons4
would come out of thehills to drink.[0 [0 My life proper started at theage of five when my mother hadher nervous
breakdown. | wastorn from my lovely black nannywith her big white smile andsent to boarding school.[J (I (I I
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