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[0 O ExiledJ O Bellerophon was a citizen of Corinth who was exiled owing to a murder which he had committed
I In those days it was possible to be purified of the guilt of such a crimed and Bellerophon was in due course
absolved by King Proems of neighboring TirynsJ The king’ S wife[d generally identified as Stheneboeall made a
pass at the young herol] and when he repulsed her advances she told her husband that it was Bellerophon who
madeapassather0 OO0 0000000 OOOOOO
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[0 O The Letterl] O King Proems cloaked his indignation[] not wishing to violate the sacred obligations of
hospitality by doing harm to his guest] But he contrived his revenge by asking Bellerophon to deliver a letter on his
behalf to King lobates of Lyciall his father-in-law] O O This is somewhat surprising in that writing hadn’ t been
invented yet[] except perhaps a rudimentary form used for inventory—keeping on the island of Crete and certain
parts of the mainlandJ No wonder Bellerophon couldn- t make out the meaning of the message he was to deliver
[ Either that or the letter was sealed-although for that matter” letters” hadn’ tbeen invented yet either(] [ 0 O
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O O The Favor [0 What the message said was[1 ” Dear lobates[] please do me a favor and kill the person who
hands you this[1” To do SO proved impossible[] however as lobates was bound by the same strictures of
hospitality as King Proetusld So instead he feasted Bellerophon for a goodly number of days and nights[] until at
length he announced that he had a favor to ask of him[J [0 [J Assuming that this had something to do with a retum
letter to ProetusC] Bellerophon may well have been giving thought to establishing the first postal service[J when
lobates surprised him with the unexpected nature of his requestl] Would Bellerophon be so kind as to rid the
kingdomoftheChimaera?0 0 00000000 OO0 OOO0DOOODOOODODODOODOOODODOOO
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0000000000000 0O0O0ODO?00The Challengel] O Not wishing to sugarcoat the challengeld the
king went on to describe the Chimaera as a fire—breathing monster directly related to Heracles nemesis the many
—nheaded Hydrall and Cerberus[] watchdog of Hades[] The Chimaera had alion’ Sfront] agoat’ S middle
and asnake’ staill] in some alternative versions of the myth[ the heads of these three beasts with some admixture
of body partst] O Inany casel] itwas truly ferociousD O O O O OO0 00000000 OOOOOOOO0O
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