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[0 O The first satellite went into orbit on 4th October 1957. Its name was Sputnik. Sputnik is theRussian word for
satellite. In the satellite there was a small radio. People on earth heard its * bleepbleep* on their radios and
televisions. Sputnik traveled round the earth every 96 minutes. It was inspace for 92 days and it fell back to the earth
on 4th January 1958.00 [0 Russia’s second satellite, Sputnik 2 ,went into orbit on 3rd November 1957. It carried a
dog,Laika. Laika couldn't come back to the earth. She died in orbit.[] [ America sent up her first satellite on
January 31st 1958. The first astronaut and the first womanastronaut were Russian,too. Yuri Gagarin made one orbit
of the earth on 12th April 1961. Gagarindied in a plane crash in 1968. Valentina Tereshkova went into orbit on 16th
June 1963. A Russianrocket took the first satellite to the moon, too. Luna 2 crashed on' the moon in September
1959. Butthen on 20th July 1969 the first men landed on the moon. They weren't Russian. They were theAmerican
astronauts, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldria. On 12th April 1981 America sent up the spaceshuttlel] 00 0 0 O [
,Columbia. Now the space shuttle regularly carries satellites into orbit.[] [J [J [J
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