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[0 O Indeed the influence of the ECI has been very important in terms of the organization of sport in Europe

[ First of all it has indicated that European law provisions should apply to sporting bodies who do not benefit from
any exemption[d Secondly(T it has influenced sport governance by reinforcing players and clubs positions and
balancing federations leadership] Finallyd by modiring the traditional transfer scheme in footballJ it has
reinforced the development of a real sport industryd Indeedd by suppressing the nationality criteria as well as the
transfer fees at the expi ration of the working contract[J it has indi rectly provoked an increase in number and
amount oftransfers and the concentration of the best players whatever their nationality in the best clubs(] Such
concentration has been attractive for TV broadcasterst] leading to incteasedinvestment in TV rights?] [0 The ECI
intervention did not create the sol] called* sport business” [1 Howevet it helped the development of a
professional sport industry by deregulating transfers and media rights marketsl] European competition provisions
appliedto selling of TV rights for sport According to the ECII sport is subject to European law only in so far as it
constitutes an economic activity] Naturally[J the acquisition and sublicensing of broadcaing rights and the sale of
advertising slots constitute examples of activities of an economic nature covered by Eu ropean law] O O ......
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