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Unit 100 Passage 1 Understanding Those Mystifying U. S. Americans (1) Passage 2 Understanding Those
Mystifying U. S. Americans ([ )0 Passage 3 Exploding the Myths about American Families in the Twentieth
CenturyUnit 2[1J Passage 4 The Development of Modern English Tourism[] Passage 5 The Origins of Royal
Tourism in 19th-century Britain[ Passage 6 Baptists in BritainUnit 3 [J Passage 7 Where to Go in Canada

[ Passage 8 Australial] Passage 9 New ZealandUnit 4[] Passage 10 Colloquialism and Slang on the U. S. Campus
[ Passage 11 Voices from the London Streets(] Passage 12 (De) Africanizing Cape TownUnit 501 Passage 13
Ireland: the Hill of Tarald Passage 14 Canada: Culture and Customs[] Passage 15 Open Horizons: Multicultural
EdinburghUnit 6 [ Passage 16 Here Is New York[ Passage 17 London Bridge[] Passage 18 Cities in Canada Unit
700 Passage 19 The Sun Also Sets —— A Visit to Hemingway's Grave and Memorial [J Passage 20 Highlands and
Glens] Passage 21 Niagara FallsUnit 8] Passage 22 The Problem of British Unity[] Passage 23 The Process of
Distillation: Getting to the Essence of Things [] Passage 24 The Accidental FamilyAppendicesGlossary
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00 O O If your values have been formed in Asia or Latin America or some parts of Europe, youmay be troubled by
the smacture of the American family. Compared to what you are used to,it may seem weak, limited asa rule to a
nucleus of parents-with-small-children, lackingstrong vertical ties between generations and strong lateral ties to
cousins and other relatives.For better or worse, American children are encouraged to become self-reliant early and
assoon as their education is finished to strike out on their own. This same attitude ofindependence often impels
elderly or retired people to live by themselves; their children donot automatically take over their care and
maintenance.As a result, you will observe, communication between generations in the USA issometimes limited,
and sharp differences of opinion may arise. For example, in recent yearsthe pioneer virtues of initiative,
competitiveness and hard, unrelenting work have beenchallenged by members of the younger generation who feel
that these traits, uncontrolled,may lead to a dehumanized society.On the surface, such clashes of opinion may seem
divisive or abrasive, but in the longrun they may also be healthy. Undoubtedly there are many Americans who need
to expandtheir cultural horizons, deepen their appreciation of the arts, improve their relationships withpeople,
concern themselves more with people, concern themselves more with their familiesand less with their bank
accounts. It does no harm to have this pointed out. Conversely, itdoes no harm to point out that the son who
scorns his father's obsession with work orbusiness often is attending college and pursuing his iconoclasm at his
father's expense.
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