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[0 O Using thinking-out-loud protocols and interviews are verycommon methods to investigate the reading
comprehension strategiesof second language learners by researchers. As to thinking-out-loudprotocolsC] the
researchers ask readers to make a self-report aboutwhat they are thinking about during reading activities.[1 [ Ellen
[0 198601 used thinking-out-loud protocolsC] retelling andmultiple-choice test to investigate the reading
comprehensionstrategies of ESL college students whom shecategorized as poorcomprehenders. In her researchl]
she compared her ESL subjects tonative speakers of English and discovered that the native speakersused the reading
strategies slightly more than the ESL learnersd] butthe thinking-out-loud protocols and retelling reveal no
difference inreading strategies used by two groups. But for the multiple-choice test(] the pattern was a clash. She
found that those readers who hadreported these statementsC] main ideas and details in the retellings hadhigh scores
in the multiple-choice tests. However[J those students whodid not do well in the retelling did much better on the
multiple-choicetests. The author feels there is a room for suspicion against thefindings of this research.
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