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Chapter Onel] Table 1.1 The nature of the measurements and the abilities measured in Arthur (1979)0 Table 1.2
Samples and lengths of time involved in 6 longitudinal studiesC] Table I. 3 Corpus-based studies on the learner
behaviors of English verbs[d Table 1.4 Findings of the studies on the learner behaviors of English verbsChapter
Twoll Table 2.1 Hunston and Francis' classification of verb patterns] Table 2.2 Francis et al's clasification of verb
patternsC] Table 2.3 The five categories of verb patterns in terms of VP structural complexityChapter Three

[ Table 3.1 Topics for the argumentative monologue tasks across four years[] Table 3.2 The four topics used in
Kern and Schuhz (1992) for data elicitationd Table 3.3 The five topics used in Larsen-freeman ( 1983 Study 2) for
data elieitation[] Table 3.4 Comparing the use of different topics in oral performancel] Table 3.5 Comparing the
results of error-included and error- excluded data analysisC] Table 3.6 The verb patterns used in Monologue
3-21[1 Table 3.7 Computing VP structural complexity in Monologue 3-21[1 Table 3.8 Computing VP variation
in Monologue 3-2101 Table 3.9 Computing VP structural accuracy in Monologue 3-21[1 Table 3.10 Computing
normalized frequencies of different types of verb patterns in Monologue 3-21Chapter Four[] Table 4.1 Changes
in VP structural complexity in the overall sample] Table 4.2 Comparing the 56 students with the native speakers
in VP structural complexity[] Table 4.3 Changes in VP structural complexity in students with different
starting-levels(] Table 4.4 Comparing the students of different starting-levels with the native speakers concerning
VP structural complexity[] Table 4.5 Normalized frequencies of verb patterns of different types in the high-starters
[J Table 4.600 Comparing the high-starters with the native speakers concerning the normalized frequencies of verb
patterns of different typesl] Table 4.7 Normalized frequencies of verb patterns of different types in the
middle-starterst] (1 [J Chapter FiveChapter Six
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[0 O 2.1The proposition of metaphorical competencel] [ 2.1.1Historical backgrounds] [T No technical term or
concept in linguistics as well as in any otherscience is born out of nothing. The notion of metaphorical
competencewas first put forward by Gardner and Winner in 197900 as pointed outin Chapter 1[0 and it has its
roots in Chomsky's linguistic competenceand Hymes'communicativecompetence. Therefored abriefintroduction
to linguistic competence and communicative competenceshould be made in order to have a clear idea of the
historicalbackgrounds of metaphorical competenee's proposition.[d [0 Chomsky[] advocator of transformational
generative grammarC] makes the distinction between linguistic competence and linguisticperformance in the
mid-20th century.He labels human beings'built-in language mechanism as Language Acquisition Device O LAD[]
[ through which children process a number of sentences said by theirparents and other caretakers and acquire
linguistic competence in thelanguagelJ i.e. a "generative grammar". In Aspects of the Theory ofSyntax

[0 Chomskyproposesthat” linguistictheoryisprimarilyconcernedwithanidealspeaker-listener

[0 inacompletelyhomogeneous speech community who knows its language perfectly andis unaffected by such
grammatically irrelevant conditions as memorylimitations distractions(] shifts of attention[] interest[] and errors
[J random or characteristicl] in applying his knowledge of language inactual performance” [ Chomsky[] 1965
003 0. Itis clear that whatChomsky is concerned with here is linguistic competencel] which isCJ for him[J an
artificial and theoretical concept.He is not sayinganything at all about other aspects of languageld for instance
languagevariation or rhetoric.For him.
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