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[0 O Situated in Northern Europe, lying to the north of France and the west of the Netherlands and Denmark, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland [ the UK for short[] is made up of four. parts known as
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, whose capital cites, respectively are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff
and Belfast.[J [J Each of the four parts demonstrates its own geographical characteristics in terms of land forms, of
which the most famous ones are the Pennines, Lake District, Grampian Range, etc. The UK is also one country
possessing many rivers, some of which provide irrigation, and few navigation. It is well worth mentioning that the
Thames River and the Clyde River are respectively the most important rivers in England and Scotland. As an island
country, Britain has a long but irregular coastline. The gentler eastern coastline consists mainly of limestone and
chalk cliffs, among which the most famous are the White Cliffs of Dover. As for the British climate, 3 characteristics
can be summarized.[J The first is uncertainty and changeability~ the second is much precipitation, and the last one
is mildness. Small as its territory is, the UK is relatively rich in such natural resources as coal, oil, natural gas,
limestone, iron, tin and water resources as well.CJ [0 The population of the United Kingdom is 60,209,500 [J 2005
estimatesl] , England being the part with the largest population compared with the other 3 parts of the UK. English
is the most widely spoken language in this country, but Gaelic and Welsh are also popular languages respectively in
Scotland and Wales. In their daily lives and work, British people show the world four features of their personalities,
arrogance, conservativeness, sense of humor and politeness.
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