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[0 O Oates makes it clear that the sexual violence against Sharon happens in ordinary and familiar places(] and
committed by different men.[J The suggestion is obvious:[] the crime is not a personal act; it is a "social
experience”. What is reiterated in Sharon's violent life(] as in the traumatized Gotteson and Kathleen[1 is that
society partakes in the vice it is supposed to exterminate.[] (I As a female serial killer who symbolically “  sucks the
blood of other people” 0 Sharon might stand as a modern version of the female vampire[d] one of the most
recurrent images in the 19th-century formulaic fiction of the Gothic in which the female rarely becomes a serial
Killer until she is transformed into a vampire by a male vampired like Lucy in Dracula [0 18971 and Camillain J.
Sheridan Le Fanu's namesake novella. Owing to the subtle cultural equation of blood and semen [ Hughes 241[]
0 O the vampire denotes seduction and eroticism.[ [ Yet for the female vampire[d the gender connotation is
reversed.[] She is inhuman because she is aggressive in sex hinted by her drawing blood from her victims. She is
thus a monster and has to be eliminated. For the vampire[J however[J Killing is the only way for her to survive. To
solve this deadly dilemmal] and to disperse the [ male[] writer's anxiety about the female's aggressive sexuality ]
she must die. It is not surprising that female vampires like Lucy and Camilla are destroyed while Draculal] the
most famous male vampire in Western literatureld lives forever.dJ O O [
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